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China

Friendship
Gardens in
Minnesota

by Linda Mealey-Lohmann

They were walking to their cars
after a rather long and energizing
monthly board meeting of the Minne-
sota Chapter of the US-China Peoples
Friendship Association (USCPFA-MN)
one cool autumn Minnesota evening
in October 2000. Suddenly, long-time
board member C.C. Hsiao turned to
fellow board member Linda Mealey-
Lohmann and said incredulously,
“Did you know there are five Japanese
gardens in Minnesota and not one
public Chinese garden here?” “Re-
ally?!” exclaimed Linda, “Maybe we
should build one!” Thus, the seed of
an idea to build a China Friendship
Garden in Minnesota was planted.

Linda and C.C. then formed the
USCPFA-MN China Garden commit-
tee. As co-chairs of the committee,
Linda and C.C., along with several
devoted committee members, have
worked for five years researching
China gardens, traveling to China to
photograph northern-style gardens,
interviewing people who success-
fully operate Chinese gardens, and
meeting with potential partners and
supporters.

The Minnesota China Friendship
Garden Society

The USCPFA-MN China Garden
Committee was recently incorporated
into The Minnesota China Friendship
Garden Society, a non-profit organiza-
tion, which has nine Founding Direc-
tors; Walter Graff, Barbara Harrison,
C.C. Hsiao, Jenny Hsiao, Joyce Hsiao,
C.J. Liu, Linda Mealey-Lohmann,
Mary Warpeha, and Yang Wang. The
goal of the Garden Society is to build
China Friendship Gardens in Minne-
sota. The first project is the Minnesota
China Friendship Garden of Northern
Brightness — Bei Ming Yuan. This will
be a world-class garden that will be
the first Northern-style Chinese Gar-
den in North America. This garden
will be a symbol of Minnesota’s long-
standing friendship with China, will
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promote Minnesota’s understanding
of China and of China’s rich cultural
heritage, will serve as recognition
of the contributions of the Chinese
American community to Minnesota,
and will further promote the friend-
ship between the peoples of Minne-
sota and China. The Garden Society
is also entertaining proposals for two
smaller gardens as well. The Garden
Society currently is negotiating for
land on which to locate China Friend-
ship Gardens in the Twin Cities (St.
Paul/Minneapolis) metro area.

The Minnesota China Friendship
Garden of Northern Brightness

Bei Ming Yuan, the Minnesota
China Friendship Garden of Northern
Brightness, came to life during the
summer of 2005 when the Garden
Society received its first glimpse at
the design plans that were created by
Mr. Ma Liangwei, the Deputy Director
and Senior City Planner of the Beijing
Municipal Institute of City Planning
and Design.

Members of USCPFA-MN first met
Mr. Ma when he traveled to Min-
nesota in 2002 for a short training
program on Public Administration
through the University of Minne-
sota China Center. Mary Warpeha,
USCPFA-MN’s current president, was
the English teacher for the training
program. The friendship between US-
CPFA-MN and Mr. Ma began to grow.
In May 2004, Mr. Ma again traveled to
Minnesota with a twenty-person del-
egation from Beijing. C.C. and Joyce
Hsiao hosted a USCPFA-MN reception
in their home for Mr. Ma and his del-
egation, during which Linda and Mr.
Ma had a lively discussion about the
China Garden project. Linda, Joyce,
and C.C. stayed in touch with Mr. Ma
after he left Minnesota and returned
to Beijing. That friendship has blos-
somed into a treasured partnership.
Linda was fortunate to have dinner
with Mr. Ma and his staff, along with
Mr. Wang Jian of the Beijing People’s
Association for Friendship with For-
eign Countries (BPAFFC), during her
trip to Beijing in July this past sum-
mer (see photo on p.14). Linda also
was treated to a tour of the beautiful
new Beijing Youxie compound, which
notably was designed by the Architec-
ture Department of Mr. Ma’s Institute
in 1999.

As a result of this growing friend-

The Chinese character
“yuan” is a classical

way to write “garden”

in Chinese, a character
suggested by USCPFA-MN
board member C.]. Liu for
our logo. The calligraphy
was done by USCPFA-
MN board member C.C.
Hsiao.
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ship, Mr. Ma and his extremely tal-
ented architect staff, Mr. Qin Ming,
the Chief Architect and Ms. Dong
Weihua, a Building and Landscape
Architect, have created a North-
ern-style China garden design for
USCPFA-MN that is exciting and
inspiring (see photos on pp. 12-13).
The Chinese name for this garden, Bei
Ming Yuan, was created by C.C. The
character “Bei” represents the dual
meaning of “northern” and “Beijing.”
The character “Ming” represents the
dual meaning of “brightness” and
“Minnesota.” The logo for the Min-
nesota China Friendship Garden
Society is the character “yuan” (il-
lustrated above), which is a classical
term evoking the image of a garden
or gathering of civil persons and was
researched by long-time USCPFA-MN
board member C.J. Liu. C.C. Hsiao’s
beautiful brush calligraphy brings the
“yuan” character to life.

Bei Ming Yuan will be a large
complex of architectural structures,
rocks, vegetation, and water. The
grounds, which may encompass up to
six acres, will include two courtyards,
a teahouse, a gift shop, an exhibition
hall, several traditional pavilions, a
fan-shaped pavilion, several painted
walkways, and an arch bridge. The
main architectural structure will be a
reception hall that will hold at least
200 seated guests and can be used
for catered events, such as delegation
receptions and life celebrations like
weddings, birthdays, and anniversa-
ries. The Garden will also be used for
educational activities, cultural events,
recreational activities, and business
events and seminars.

Unlike other China gardens in
the United States and Canada, Bei
Ming Yuan will feature northern-style
architecture, rather than the south-
ern or Suzhou style of architecture
with which most people are familiar.
Northern-style architecture features
a more subtle roof line, in contrast
to the sweeping eaves of the Suzhou

US-CHINA REVIEW = 11







