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Site dedication of St.
Paul-Changsha China
Friendship Garden at
Phalen Park

By Linda Mealey-Lohmann, Minnesota China Friendship

Garden Society

Hawyj, Vie, Pesek. Maloney, Mealey-
Lolhmann & Fong with artist rendering
of China Garden at site

2016 12

Ihe site dedication ceremony for the St
Paul-Changsha China Friendship Garden
took place on July 9, during the openng
ceremony of the Dragon Festival &t Phalen
Park,

A parade of hon dancers from Hui's
Lucky Lion Dance Team led a procession
along Lake Phalen from the dragon boat
docks to the future China Garden site.
Once at the site, Carole Hyder, international
feng shan expert and China Garden advisor,
performed a feng shui site dedication nitual
ut the future site of the Changsha Aiwan
Pavilion replica, which involved ninging
4 special bell and scattening seeds and
other ingredients with symbolic meanings.

N ‘ﬁ-f"__ )
Mealey-Lohmann (left) and feng shui
expert Carole Hyder blessing the future
site of the pavifion.

Hmong Elder Uncle Charles Vu gave a
Hmong blessing at the site of the future
Hmong Cultural Plaza nearby. A sign
announcing the Chuna Friendshup Garden
was placed i the ground.

The hon dancers then led everyone tothe
performance stage for another hon dance,
followed by a performance of Hmong Qceey
musicians. Brenda Fong, Dragon Festival
orgamzer and China Garden Society
advisor, welcomed everyone to the Dragon
Festival. Linda Mealey-Lohmann | MN
China Friendship Garden Society president,
gave the opening speech, highlighting the
history of the China

continued on page 5
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Because of this connection and the large
number of Hmongs living néar Phalen
Park, the China Garden design is expected
10 include Hmong cultural symbols and
mformation about thc connection between
the Hmong inM it and
Changsha.

In November, Mealey-Lohmunn,
Zujicek and Stowiak hosted two architects
from Chungsha to triwvel 1o Minnesote, The
husband and wife architeot tean, Jeanifer
Junfang Fan and Jon Youhbus Wen, made

(L 1o R): Mealey-Lokmann (MN China
Friendship Garden Society), Changsha
architect Wen, Sen. Huwyj, Changsha ar-
chitect Fan, Zajicek (wdvisor, MN China
Friendship Garden Society at the Hmong
Village Shopping Center inr St. Paul

several site visits to Phalen Park and met
with architects from Si. Paul Parks &
Recreation to further work on 2 conceptual
design, expected 1o be completed by mid-
January 2016, Money for the design work
came from a bill for the Minnesota's Arns
and Culweal Heritage Fund, sponsored by
Repre ive Tim Mahopey and Seautor
Foung Hawj that passed in the spring, .
For more information, contact
MN.Ching. Gardeng@icomcastnet. ¢

Group at Aiwan Pavilion

(Back row, L to R): Mwmmluwmmd.lmﬂm
St. Paul), Todd Hurley {Director of Finance, City of Saint Panl), Mayor Coleman,
Vice Mayor He Jikiwa, Lin Ji Xiong (Boand chair, Changsha Piiot Ir .
ingy Co), Lei Yixin, Wang Juan (director, Changsha Foreign Affalrs
(Front row, far left and vight): Alice Messer (architect, St Paul Parks & |
Mao Bingding (executive director, Yanghu Park)
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MIN China Friendship Garden
Society furthers plans for the St.
Paul-Changsha China Garden at
Phalen Park

ty Linda Mealey-Lohmann
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‘eng Huang village at night

Four members of the MN China
riendship Garden Society, Linda Mealey-
ohmanm, Brendn Fong, Bill Zajicek, and
omi Slowiak; traveled o Changsha,
lunan Province, China, in October 2015

to join St. Paul Mayor Chris Colemian’s
eight-person delegation there.

Since 1988, Changsha has been St.
Paal's sister city in China. The purpose
of the China Garden Society’s trip was to
further its mission of building a Chang-
sha-style China Garden at Phalen Park,
which was approved as part of the park’s
master plan in 2071, The wdea of creating &
China Friendship Garden in Minnesota was
seeded by Professor C.C. Hsiao and Linda
Mealey-Lohmann in 2000, and the China
Garden Society was co-founded in 2005,
Phalen Park is the home of the annual
Dragon Festival (July) and the site of the
“Meditation” sculpture by Changsha astist
Master Lei Yixin. Lei is also the artist who
carved the Martin Luther King Jr. Stane of
Hope Memorial in Washington, D.C.

The group visited many Changsha
CGrardens to view the architectural style and
landscape designs, including a visit to the
famous Aiwan Pavilion at Yoelu Mountain,
A highlight of the trip wasithe signing of a
Sister Friendship Park Agreement between
Phalen Park and Yanghu Wetlands Park,
lotated m Changsha, The Sister Friendship
Park Agreemnent Opens the way for Tuture
cultoral exchunges.

The Ching Garden Society group also
traveled to Feng Huang Phoenix Ancient
Village and smaller villages 10 conduct
research on Hmong (Migo) culture, one
of the main ethnic groups in the Changsha
area. The Hmongs in Minnesota claim the
Changsha area as their ancestral home.

continued on page 16
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Site Plan
St.Paul - Changsha China Friendship Garden at Phalen—Keller Regional Park
CONCEPT DESIGN 4 Vous Vot Senr LBndaceps Aot
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