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Phase II plans are progressing nicely. Parks & Rec of St. Paul Cit
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initiated a community engagement process for the design of the 7 Upcoming Events

features of Phase II in late 2021. Design of the Hmong Plaza has

moved through a community engagement process to yield a lovely

space for many kinds of performances and events. The space is ﬁ,ﬂ“"m"“%

cleverly softened and shaded by plant material and undulating hills (5}

that will make it a harmonious part of the classical China garden art ; ‘ %

form. The construction documents are out for bit for the Plaza. See

planning photos HERE. More information included in President’s 9:5 e j
b Vaj Phooi g _ o

Letter on the next page. %
pag 0‘9‘""0“3\\6“

There will be a planting event this Spring — late May/early June at the pavilion garden. This year we are focus-
ing on grasses and azaleas. Volunteers will be needed. If you are interested in participating in planting the
garden go mnchinagarden.org and click on the volunteer link.

Submissions for the Summer 2023 Newsletter are due by 6/15/2023. Please email any articles, stories, or event
information to Tiffany Tieche at: tifmcfgs@gmail.com.


https://mnchinagarden.org/changsha-garden-design/
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PRESIDENT'S LETTER

CONSTRUCTION ON PHASE Il OF “LIU MING YUAN" BEGINS THIS SPRING.

Previous Legacy and Bonding bills have provided the funding for design of the 7 Phase II features and for
initial construction of the Hmong Plaza. The funding on hand is insufficient to complete the Plaza, so we are
learning how to lobby. There are two bills in front of our legislature right now seeking $3.6 Million for the
design, project management, and construction of 7 new features of Phase Il ~$2.4M in Bonding and $1.2M in
Legacy bills: Senate SF2874-0 and SF2875-0 and House HF2977 and HE2978

Every voice will count! Please write an email and call your MN State Senator and House Representative. Click
link to FIND MY LEGISLATORS

Click HERE to see the 7 new features included in Phase I1.

[t is very optimistic that the MN taxpayers
will finance the whole of Phase IT and also
optimistic that the amount listed above will
be sufficient to fund all the features. Once
construction estimates are available for the
various features, the MCFGS will be organizing
a capital campaign to fund the remaining
features. This will be a multi-year project. But
check out the link to the features! This will be
an amazing addition to Minnesota’s only sister
city China garden. More info click HERE.

Your support is invaluable,

Bill Zajicek, President

I

Present at the Senate Legacy Hearing March 23, 2023: Left to Right:
Bill Zajicek (Testified for Caroline Van), President; Jeff Vang, Honorary
Advisor Testified) ; Donglin Liang, Board Member; Donglin's Son; Romi
Slowiak, Board Member; Gaoly Yang, Board Member (Testified).



https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/text.php?number=SF2874&version=latest&session=ls93&session_year=2023&session_number=0
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/text.php?number=SF2875&version=latest&session=ls93&session_year=2023&session_number=0
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?f=HF2977&b=house&y=2023&ssn=0
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/bill.php?f=HF2978&b=house&y=2023&ssn=0
https://www.gis.lcc.mn.gov/iMaps/districts/
https://mnchinagarden.org/changsha-garden-design/
https://mnchinagarden.org/changsha-garden-design/
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MY STORY (Part Il of 11l)

By Gaoly Yang

Gaoly Yang joined our Board in 2022. She grew up during the war in Laos.
Despite frequent displacements, she was enriched by diverse cultures, language
and religions encountered along the way. She led and co-founded a women’s
organization after 2 years of being resettled in Minnesota to address issues facing
Hmong refugee families such as domestic violence, truancies, mental health

and other health concerns; starting her lifelong career in human services. She
learned the importance of community engagement and support for a successful
transformation and acceptance of new elements in the environment, confirming
that good outcomes can be born out of conflict.

Part Il: In Laos, a Grandfather Funds First near his village, he went to work for them and quickly
Schools in Hmong Villages. Mother Primary picked up the French language. He was assigned
Breadwinner of Family as 2nd Wife supervisor of the coolies and later was given authority
to finish Road 7 construction connecting Muang Sen
My grandfather, Xia Foung Ly, was from the village, Laos to Vietnam.
ond wife (Thao clan). He was 15 when his father
passed away. He was taught Chinese by his father With his thriving business and contract works, he was
and self-taught the Lao language and alphabet. able to hire a teacher to come and stay in the village to
He was also very proficient in using the abacus teach his sons. He recognized that education would be
(Chinese bead calculator). He was both a farmer the key out of poverty and wanted his sons to have a
and a tradesman who often traveled to Vietnam life as good as the French and Vietnamese that he saw
so he also spoke Vietnamese. He had 4 wives in the city during his business trips.

(from the Yang, Lo, Kue and Vang clans) and 12 I dfath hered the vill 4
192

children. He began trading with Chinese, Lao and 11924, my grandlatner gathered the vilagers an
. . ) built the first school (a covered shelter) for Hmong

Vietnamese people by selling his crop surplus and

: . children in De Chua village, Laos and it was attended

then traveled to Vietnam to trade buffalo skins,

. by 8 children. A second school was built in 1927 in

antlers, tiger and monkey bones and then bought Bhathe vill 4 the ard din N

salt, cloth, thread, needles etc. to sell back at his . ? 'lle v al\ie a tdfe i one (\:/1\]?18 opened i Hong

village. He was a quick learner so when the French et village. My grandlather used his own money to

. . . . pay for the teachers because there was no government

authorities recruited villagers to build a new road

Continued on Page 4
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FOUNG LY FAMILY PICTURE

Back row: Nao Chao Ly, Tong Xeng Yang, Pa Ge Lyfoung, Nao Chao first wife (Thao clan), Va Yang (Foung Ly first wife), Choua Kue (Foung Ly

3rd wife) holding Lysao Lyfoung, and Zoua Lyfoung.

Front row: Touby Lyfoung, TouGeu Lyfoung, TouLia Lyfoung, Foung Ly, Maonao Lyfoung, Maosong Lyfoung,

(My Story by Gaoly Yang Part II of III:
Continued from Page 3)

interest nor funding. It was not until 1940 that
under the leadership of his son, Touby Lyfoung,
the French finally agreed to send a licensed Lao

teacher to one of the Hmong schools.

My mother, Maosong, was from the 2nd wife of

the Lo clan and she was the middle daughter. As

a girl, she was not given the opportunity to attend
schooling like her brothers. In the evening, she
often rushed to finish her house chores so she
could sit nearby the fire and listen to her brothers
recite their lessons of the day to their father. Not
knowing any French language, she could still recite
some of these words even in her 80s when she

passed away. She often asked me what they meant

after she recited these words “deux fois deux font
qguatre, deux fois sept font quartorze, allez vite vite,

coupez, combien, beaucoup, cest bien” and so on.

As the middle daughter of a prominent figure and
large family, she was charged with managing all the
household chores. This included supervising the help
who lived in her father’s house either as orphans,
servants, relatives or long-term guests etc. to make
sure grains, hays, wild greens were collected to feed
the animals, enough rice grains were threshed, water
collected from the well, and meals were cooked. My
mother said they normally had about 25-30 people to
feed each day. She had expressed her desire to join her
brothers in studying but her father told her “I need

and trust you to run everything in my house now.

Continued on Page 5
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(My Story by Gaoly Yang Part II of III: mother was the primary breadwinner for her family.
Continued from Page 4) My father primary obligation was to his first wife
Do not worry about an education because your and her children.

brothers will be there for you when you need help”.

(Part III will conclude in the Summer 2023 Newsletter.)

Which was a promise that her brother Touby kept
throughout his lifetime.

My mother was then married to her first husband,
Chong Gee Vang, when she was 17 years old. She
had 2 children when he passed away. He was a
traveling tradesman and needed a very strong
horse to carry heavy loads and endure long
distance travel. Upon returning from one of his
trips, he was fatally stomped by the horse while

trying to tie it down.

According to our custom, a younger relative has
to step in and marry the widow and help raise
the children and manage the family and assets of
the deceased. My father, Vang Gage, was already
married and had 2 children of his own but his
elders appointed him and ordered him to step

in. My mother never thought she would become
someone’s second wife because she had seen
enough problems in her dad’s life with multiple
wives. She protested and begged to be returned to
her family but the elders only gave her one choice
‘stay and marry your brother-in-law and get to

keep your children and all your belongings or leave
GAOLY FAMILY PICTURE

Back: Chong Neng Vang (Charles Vannier), Maoying Vang Lyfoung
to stay because she did not want her children to be  Middle: Gaoyou Vang Ly

with nothing but your clothes”. My mother chose

Front: Gaosong Vang, Gaoly Vang Yang, Maosong Lyfoung Vang,
Gaoyoua Vang Lyfoung, Gaosay Vang Vu
Foung Ly, Maonao Lyfoung, Maosong Lyfoung.

treated like orphans or servants.

With her strong belief that education is key to a
better life, she worked hard to put all her children
in school. Although married to my father, my
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By Romi Slowiak

i =

We spent a full day at the historic and Practical Vision What do we want to 554 in pisce in 35 years, ss 8 result of our actiona?
comfortable Minnesota Humanities Center EEal | Smea | i, (Emaet e e Funding  Finish Phase |
discussing our future. 16 board and committee [ == —l L P """"”' Some " Chim O
. ks e permntions o e g Funting
members and Alice Messer from Parks & Rec — jemasi " omea = .~ | L Mcrothes ke e
L *ha Pgaciwg o ke “:’i-ﬂ.:. By man rll'l'dl::. _"-'.:-I.._ e ruaed] RrEen s
joined leaders Renae Oswald-Anderson and | fasce Diles  Comeks  wgumendin o Pt
. . . . . %ﬂ. Wi  Anwhsewiy  otodusiss e o L e -:ml l'-.ll.m‘a.ml
Brianne Carmichael in through discussions . ﬁ_:i:; B i
L e | e G aareE
of strengths, weaknesses, opportunities :m_ﬁmf-'h eyl oinlig wrasamn e er)
. . .. Fipiie remsmsird- parrEL [ mrprmary. i e AT sk
and threads, producing a series of visions &"% S . = G
for the future. A full report two weeks later i g o s el
P BT N A g b mlnﬂ- -
specified goals and action items which the T B . —
. . ot cortmsns e M sy + kg
board is now considering. One of the more e wortcarced R T
interesting discussions was a valuable insight Sy g &
. . £ Tl pugricant
into older wealthy Hmong business owners & snerm o Candse

and implications for how we appear to the

public in general. It was explained by a board member that many of these successes have only a high school

education. They are humble and are much more likely to be interested in you, your project, your needs, if

you do not act superior. Why should they help if you do not appear to need it? This led to a discussion of our

member bio’s on the website. How perhaps we should be telling stories here about our passion, motivation

for and interest in the garden, and reference credentials elsewhere.
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DONOR PROFILE - SHEN PEI
By Romi Slowiak

Choreography is just one of Master Shen Pei’s talents. We were honored to help produce her world premiere
of Encounter at Liu Ming Yuan last summer. But we now know she is also an accomplished painter. She had
her first gallery showing at ArT@Payne, 967 Payne Avenue (not far from our Chinese garden) this winter. The
connection to the gallery owner was made through society board members. She sold many paintings and was

so thrilled with the response she chose to donate one of her works to our Garden Society. Look for it at our

next silent auction!

Master Shen Pei donating a painting honoring her father’s role as a bridge building train engineer to our board members, President
Bill Zajicek, and Outreach and Poetic Inspiration Committee Chair, Romi Slowiak. Master Pei holds up the original vision for the
garden, explaining its beauty to the audience at ArT@ Payne.
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POETRY CORNER | APRIL IS POETRY MONTH!

By Romi Slowiak. Chair - Poetic Inspiration Committee

Our own poetry contest in 4 languages for all ages is now open. Awards will be at the Mid-Autumn Festival
on Sept 23, 2023. Please spread the word!

April is Poetry Month
POETRY
CONTEST!

Theme: Fni:ncfﬁf:,;b

* start writ ng, now!
e due: Sept. 2023
. Pn?_e.s. for all ages
* No ent!y I:ee

* one e.ﬂt!y :‘Jn]ﬂ

Three Priends and a Hundrad Binds N M .
|:1_.;|5::r| Weryin, Mr-sdﬂnastﬂ. Fublic Caomain * I:l]l"d#“dg;lﬂg
Tmﬁr-'f;ﬂé?:f::::e e details to come!
Bamboo: integriy, Reslisncs . 4 [aﬂgl.lagf_‘ﬂ:
_Awarda- at Liu Ming Yuan Dakﬂta, Chinaﬁﬂ,
Garden of wﬁfsPermg Willows & Flowing Waters Hmone En gl:'sh
Phalen Park, st. F‘aul, Minnesota Ep
SGFtcnlbm'lﬁ Mid-Autumn Festival * \
A 35th Anniversart of sister-cities e
5t F.aul, Minnesota & C]ﬂal‘lgﬁ-hﬂ, China ki: ",w
i

Iwin Cities Harvest Moon China Garden Abilding l.owvi

A L_l EH. = .E!-t "Iia'r =P PP B =

% B %117 win] FESTIY

Mare information & entries, contest curator Rami Slowiak: mmfs]m'aicﬂgnaﬂ.mm Continued on Page 9
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POETRY CORNER | A NOVEL REVIEW

By Romi Slowiak. Chair - Poetic Inspiration Committee

The Poetry, Drama and History of China in Detective Ilovels.
Oh, to whom can I speak
of this ever enchanting landscape?...

For those of you new to poetry and interested in Chinese history, [ recommend the Inspector Chen detective series:
twelve novels, written from 2000 to 2021 and set in Shanghai of the 1990's when the Cultural Revolution and

its iron rice bowl jobs were being replaced with entrepreneurs, corrupt government officials, and Chinese gangs
known as Triads. The acclaimed author, Qiu Xiaoling, was born in Shanghai, and now lives with his family in St.
Louis, MO where he earned a Master and PhD. in comparative literature.

(https://enwikipedia.org/wiki/Qiu_Xiaolong)

In this novel, a US Marshall's Service Inspector Rohn has been sent to help reunite a wife in China with her
husband being held captive in America to serve as a witness against Triad members who have been amuggling
Chinese to the US. Rohn has been told that Inspector Chen is an accomplished, knowledgeable poet. She decides

to test him:

“Last night looking out at the Bund, I thought of a classical Chinese poem. I studied an English version several
years ago. About a poet’s regret at being unable to share a transcendent scene with his friend. [ cannot remember

the exact lines. By any chance do you know the poem?”

“Um " He eyed her in surprise. I think it is a poem by Liu Yong, a Song

dynasty post. The second stanza reads like this:”

Where shall I find myself

Tonight, waking from a hangover —

The riverbank lined with weeping willows,

The moon sinking, the dawn rising on a breeze.

Year after year, [ will be far,

An inspector Chim investigation

A LOYAL

Far away from you.
All the beautiful scenes are unfolding,

But to no avail: CHARACTER

Oh, to whom can I speak

of this ever enchanting landscape? D A N C E R

This would have made an excellent entry into our contest about Friendship.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Phalen Park Clean Up on
Sunday, April 23rd. We are

sponsors! Show up at the
¥ Phalen Picnic Pavilion. Lasts

:......_...*_'E_ - _ .
ﬁ#ﬂﬁ from 9am - 11:30am

SATURDAY MAY 6: May Forum - Heritage, Engagement and Innovation for API Month, at
MIA, 10am to 12:pm (https://mayforum.org)

SATURDAY JUNE 3: WaterFest & Art in the Hollow. Activities up and down the watershed

from Phalen to Swede Hollow.

LIU MING YUAN PLANTING EVENT: Late May or early June we will have a Xiang Jiang Pa-
vilion Garden Planting Event; date to be determined. Volunteer by going to mnchinagarden.
org and clicking on the Volunteer Link. The focus is on grasses and azaleas and will repre-
sent a substantial expansion of the garden.

THE MCFGS WILL HAVE THEIR ANNUAL ELECTION IN JUNE. Anyone interested in being
on the board or being an advisor should notify us by emailing mcfgs@mnchinagarden.org.

We are always looking for volunteers to participate in our various activities.

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 23: Mid-Autumn Festival and 35th Anniversary of
Sister-City Relationship

The China Garden presently can only be reserved on a limited basis but is open to the
public so if want to use the site you maybe sharing it with others.

VOLUNTEER FOR MCFGS PROJECTS OR EVENTS!

If you would like more information on how to volunteer for future projects or events,
please visit our website at: mnchinagarden.org or contact William Zajicek at:
mcfgs@mnchinagarden.org.



